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I am a Spanish teacher, and there are quite a few reasons why I do not like this book. Overall, my

qualms can be summed up by saying that the book is flawed in terms of organization, opportunities

for practice, clarity of instructions, and ability to use for remediation or self study.The organization of

this book has little logic. Ar verbs are taught in a completely different chapter from er/ir verbs. There

are little links to the chapter opener stories in terms of application of knowledge and acquisition of

new grammatical concepts. You are simply given the story and a video and there are no activities

that subsequently require students to analyze what they read and heard in light of having been

introduced to the new grammatical concepts found therein.Practice is critical to language learning,

and this book teaches the preterite, one of the most difficult concepts for Spanish language

learners, and provides only 3 or 4 practice activities. There is also entirely too much vocabulary per

chapter. There are more opportunities to practice vocabulary than there are to practice grammar,

but the vocab would be overwhelming if you tried to cover it all in the time it takes to cover the

grammatical concepts within the chapter.In the way of clarity, grammar intros are good and

generally clear, but instructions that accompany activities are less than clear and the activities



themselves are often unclear, despite students' knowledge of the actual grammatical concepts. The

activities usually require the teacher to provide separate instructions because even the English

provided doesn't make these activities feasible for students to conquer alone. However, the

workbook activities, aside from the listening, are generally perfect.
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